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Abstract

This paper aims at showing a connection between language change and social
change. Japan has experienced drastic changes in its society and culture since the Meiji-
era. This can be noted in people’s attitude toward nature, especially birds. Analysis of
changes in the meaning and the use of bird-related words such as kotori (small bird),
yacho (wild bird), tancho (bird watching) and aicho (to love birds) in Japanese language
dictionaries and newspaper archives showed that semantic changes and coinage are
connected to changes in the Japanese attitude towards birds and to the development
of a spirit of conservation. As yacho, tancho and aicho increased in use, the idea that
wild birds should remain in their natural environment was increasingly propagated, and
the habit of keeping wild birds in cages for their songs disappeared.
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